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By Carole Agus - ""."' SR of A"ncullure conduc:cg 12" mass-xve
5 - The CIA has admltted lhat mforma- :'_ swine fever moculatxon program on an-:

txon it supplied the Senato intelligence ", ‘imals in the, southeastum states, to pre--
vcnt the spread of the msease Yeater~’ ;

~commitlee concemmg a 1971 outbrcak
of Ainc;m swme fev
wrong

T

el

-':-"-Newsday dlsclosed Jan, lo that :ic-

3

. last month by the Senate Sclect Com
,.mittce on Intelligence asking for a rc--.
p]y to a Newsday report that a virus:
“associated with the animal discase was ,
“introduced into Cuba in 1971 .with at
~least tacit approval of the CIA. The re-..
Zport quoted by members of the U.S. in-"

partmeént ofﬁcxa»s have sincé noted that |-

~in the operation and szud the deliberalc ... the .CIA again, and the panel released
. introduction of the viris apparently set “3
oﬂ’ an epxdemnc that forced the’ Cubans
-to slaughter’ 500,000 pigs. %3 T
“In denying any _involvement in the
..cplsode, ‘the CIA told the intclligence
~comm1ttce that ‘the disease had. becn.

.= carried to Cuba through dried, uncured = = lélter that xts explanatxon was wrong;
fa.'bout hewy . t‘he vxrus-—wh ch: ‘hever ‘be-.3

"< meat imported from Europe It went 6n
to say ‘zhat fhe U.S .. Department;;

PET AR IS -
e

C

%hore,” apokésman . S:dneyaMborc ‘Eaid:]

i (it s)’ detectcd “There's .4 big flow:of

: ,,d'xy ;hat they.weré the’ Tirst ,to iniorm

-
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oftding 1o - mtemahonally reco«mzed.‘
experls in African swine fevér, such in<i}:
oculatzons do not exist. Agriculiure De- ¥

i}'ete never-has been an African swine '}
_fever inoculation program, éven on an |
expenmmlal basis, in the Weslern |
-Hemisphere, After.{he !\'cwsday report,
tellizence communitly who' participated - the . mtcnhgence committee contacted |

yesterday-a letter da te d Tuesday in”
which' the CIA said that “a check with -
- the : [agrioulture].. deparlment indi: '.

f* a. parhcularly devastatmg type.of dxs-

xep‘were—broke out in Cuba’ 'I‘he ](’L(Cl',.:
‘frora ‘the auoncy’s leglslanve cousisel,”
“noted that “the strain of virus found in’
Eu rop e does not produc» such high:
mor.amy ‘rates” ‘as  were found in
- Cub a, =um'cshnﬂ that the: vn'us‘m'ty
‘have czme fred, Afnm. But ;thé | :CIAY
conlmued X deny r\y mvolveme*\i in;
the oulbreak '

t'xe incident le:l ‘the mlelhgenoe cwm—\
Fmitlee to reopen ‘its investigation of lhc
affair, according o -onc commxteo

&

~source. “We are lookmg at this with.a*
‘ view to deciding .’ ¥ the desxrablhly‘ of

"‘holding hearings;” the source said. 3
Avrlcullme Deparlment oﬂ'xcnalq,'\
who launched a ma}or mformatxon and ¢
screening _program in 1971 afted thcy
Jearned about the outbreak in. "Cuba,’.
said the disease éasily could havé been.«

> transmifled to- ‘the United Sta%es. g

.1

v, ease.’We don’t .want_ it anywhere’ neat.

“Iﬁ bad b:xd \fs_.'It cah spread very«
'rapxdly, n‘, can’ spread w:de!y before-

.;:-,.g‘ frcm the Southeast, up. fo ths Mid-3
% wecb—xt could have caused. havoe. " I~
.‘don 't beheve anyone “would hava donc
eIt would certamly have. bccn 4 very.
'e:*on_,xble thing ¢n. hhe part’ of -any=;
"'b\.dy [to, iniroduce the dise ase into,
.Cuba] »:CIA  offictals added - yester.-

- the Agriculture’ charbmmt a.bou.t tne~
551972 Cuban outbreak. NS
,Wnllmm ‘Hess, the 'm crobxologxst'm.
,Lo.nr"e ‘ol the Afnam Swine -feve? re—
ccarch program at Plum Island ‘Animal:
§*D iSease Laboratory said the diseased
ES easzly could have entéred’ the country;-
Y'Pet‘nle walking in famyards and. get-
r,tmg the ‘excrement from ‘pigs on - theiry .
“shoes ‘could’ transmit it anyplace,”. he
sazd He saxd a'11.S. outbreak, *by. the
,-?hme it 'was. defxnxtely dmgnose 2
g,,w0uld have: destroyed about . 10 per-
?cent of the- counl:ry‘s pigs at.a coat ofyd
iabout ohe, billion, dollars. *It, z:ould nm
{- that hxgh Very ea_;»ly,”,Hss said;’ >
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